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“A iTinn of Irue courage h he 
ivfro thinks m boldly a* he net* 
and nets as hoidly as he thinks" 
GEORGE BARRETT 


anarchist fortnightly 



Threepence 


Hass ‘Z’ Impudence 


ViYfLET assured his fellow-student 
gyha t it was motives of economy 
^fesuaded the King of Denmark 
K his late brother’s wife so 
"Ittir his death: “Thrift, tlniji, 

The funeral baked meats 
% fui-nrsfi forth the marriage 
^Similar motives of thrift 
jbtless .inspired the Labour 
|Laitd4$c 'behind the recent 
Bent that Class Z Reserve is 
fcfeaulcd: addresses and 

Jos arc being checked up so 
fci^fcin readiness for the call- 
ASt comrnunism. 

^BgirilV Horatto ! The docile 
^■teopic were rounded up not 
Bvhip and the press-gang, as 
bHUed days or places, but by 
Ben and persuasion; and they 
^^Kduly ticketed and labelled 
E off to fight Nazism, At the 
ptbe war the baked meats at the 
►pfrNazism were to be sure a 
Ee a). a bit charred round the 
Hot at least one reward was 
^Hrlng P^2c T ^e war Govern - 
Bpn.gled before everybody: 
Tra'e really fought the war 
Sght to get demobbed and no 
eajen was ever properly ex- 
la the armed forces, 

■bourse it was only a half- 
Kptob— unless one was good 
■QuaHi v for a dishonourable 
m which .however difficult to 
Italy stays permanent—and 
^jkwerc transferred to this 
Of course, it could 
Bnplete release while the 
Mptnation was so tense, 
K Most servicemen re- 
"Eaftcr all Germany might 
Bptn m the people who cried 
nEouldn'i now wonder how’ she 
everybody thought that 
danger of German militar- 
Phich some ran down then, was 
jhtrould all really be demobbed, 

ft, thrift 1 The second world 
Kxme: very close to the third— 
Kiaband the army raised for the 
Dd t Won’t it make do for the 
They will soon be celebrating 


WSTRATEI) WORKER 

|IM a member ul ihc Transport and 
^Berscral Workers* Union. 

p.iery time there ii an unofficial strike 
^■yody blames it on Communism, 

Et me say that I l»W been in severul 
Jdtl strikes and have yet lq come 
Her Communist influences, 

■L. worker* are suffering hum a «nvL- 
5 irusirauon. The “big boyt’ 1 „ho 
md for a wage-freeze want m S n miu 
L 0 f the men’s homes and hear ,hc 
F i sav they don't know how they are 

[ % manase. Rot I that 

■« will not solve the problem, betauw 

Kgh prices. 

At for working longer hours, plenty 
but for income tax 
men who atrike do not wish to 
b go It is the tneihod of voUng ihat 
Ej,*, strike a—the show of hands mstead 
fat secret bellon 

f Rnonally, I think iht warn thmi 
ever did wan to make a closed shop; 
eoiuQlidated the official* in their p r 

and now they could not tare ,CB ®- „ /en 
Letter in Everting Standard, Uf*t* 


the “marriage tables” of the next war 
—only this is quite a different war; 
this is not against the German here¬ 
ditary aggressor”, this is not against 
Nazidom: Prussian militarism, racism, 
international fascism, etc., this is 
against one of the Allies of last time. 

To be sure it is just as bad in every 
way, but this was never mentioned 
then. 

No need to raise a new Army this 
time. No need to go through the 
paraphernalia of asking people to 
register again. No need to keep up 
the pretence that they have any choice 
whatever in the matter. No need to 
hug an illusion that the people might 
decide for themselves whether they 
want a war or not, or whether they 
want to take part in it or not. 

They’re already on the register, and 
you just have to keep tab of their 
changes of address (very important, 
that!), make sure they haven’t worked 
their way into a reserved occupation, 
and keep the records for next time. 

The crime sheets, too, will come in 
handy. Sentimental old gentlemen in 
the Lords worry about little bills for 
protecting one against arbitrary auth¬ 
ority but shv clear of such controver¬ 
sial measures. The majority of the 
population is now carefully tabulated. 


IS WAR INEVITABLE ? 


School reports have for some time 
been passed on to the Army. The 
Army then keeps a check on the indi¬ 
vidual just as the police keep the 
records of his conviction, or the secret 
police keep dossiers as to political 
activity. We are moving step by step 
into servile dependence on the clique 
of authority, unless some lucky atom 
bomb does what a revolutionary 
people would do—“bum the docu¬ 
ments”. 

It is natural for the Labour Napo¬ 
leons to retain the Class Z Reserve 
and plan to call it back “in case of 
emergency”. That is without doubt 
the most convenient thing to do in the 
circumstances. It merely demolishes 
effectively and absolutely any pretence 
of an ideological reason for the war 
and any illusion that the people have 
any say in the matter under the so- 
called democracy than in a dictator¬ 
ship. Theirs is but to register and be 
reealled. 

If they get the opportunity to re¬ 
build after the destruction of an 
atomic war let them at least remember 
that when building a new society. 

Internationalist. 


C ERTAIN events in recent weeks have strikingly brought rj ut 
the put tern of twentieth century life which we hove often 
described ns being fundamental to the capitalist structure. 
During the nineteenth century the apologist5 of the system of 
private ownership and production for profit used to point to the 
gradual improvement til living standards ns the justification of 
their social and economic organization. But after the first decade 
of this century the increasing prominence of military needs in 
notional economy has substantially reduced the force of this 
justification. 


In Russia, during the inter-war 
years, the alleged need 10 build up 
military strength was the constant ex¬ 
cuse given for the continued low 
standard of living and the scarcity of 
consumer goods. Under Hitler’s re¬ 
gime in Germany the same process 
became clear for all with Goering s 
slogan “Guns before butter' . Thai 
the lesson has been well learnt is 
shown by the general acceptance of 
the idea that austerity is patriotic, and 
that the demand for increased circula¬ 
tion of peacetime goods is unrealistic 
and an embarrassment to those who 
have the defence needs of the country' 
at heart. 

The governments of Britain and 
France have recently increased their 
general lessons of the war in Korea. 
The press suggests that this may not 
military budgets in response to the 


E-bui 


7 . 1 . and the Atom Bomb 

T RULY our Trade Unions work in mysterious ways, their wonders 
to perform. Can any readers enlighten us as to why one large trade 
union should have recently passed a resolution banning the atom-bomb, 
while another opposed a similar resolution? __ 


It is, of course, symptomatic of the 
chaos of ideas in the T.U. movement 
to-day—directly traceable to political 
jerry-mandering—and may simply 
denote the amount of opposition or 
support for Stalinist ideas, since such 
resolutions may safely be assumed to 


therefore feeling out of sympathy with 
the Government and arc in the mood to 
pass resolutions curtailing its powers of 
life and death. 


RUSSIA’S WAR BUDGET 

At che meeting of the Supreme Soviet 
in Moscow on June HUi, ihc Finance 
Minister, Arseny Zverev, announced that 
Ihc 1950 Budget provides 70,400 million 
rouble-:. (£6*965 million} for defence. 

This it 18.5 per cent- of the natal 
Budge E. 

It compares with 32,2 per cent, in 1940 
and 23.9 per cent. In 1646. 


The miners on ihc Other hand, arc 
better ufT than the mi I men, and have been 
having urn internal struggle against Com¬ 
munists in key positions (although Arthur 

- , Horner still retains the secretaryship) 

be proposed by L.P.ers. Irmjaj:is » w hi!e Sir Will Lawihcr (President) vies 

then the disruptive role ot tj c whh Arthur Deakin, C.H., for the 

Stalinists is clearly to be seen* and the position of the Government's Blue-eyed 

damage they have done to Socialist Boy of the Unions. HUM, ^legates 

rf * * - rthvtmis therefore, have no wash to make the 

ideas becomes Ittcrea. gJ. - J Government doubt their loyalty. 

One would have thought that reformists 
and socialists—and trade unionists should — 
surely be placed in these categories-- 
would be just the people to call an the 
United Nations for banning and control 
of atomic weapons, and such was th- 
case at the recent conference of die 
National Union of Railwayman. By u 
majority of ?¥ (representing nearly 
500,000) to one, the railwayman approved 
a tl-so lutkm which called on the Govern¬ 
ment to appeal to United Nations lo 
secure agreements to ban the hydrogen 
bomb and all atomic weapons; destroy 
existing stocks; secure international con¬ 
trol and Inspection; reduce uLJ forms of 
urmamc-ni and hramf us an aggressor the 
iirat government to use atomic weapons. 

The miners, on the other hand, at their 
recent conference of the N.LhM., rejected 
a similar rcaoluiicm on st curd vote by 
421,00(1 to 26l,0EitJ 

Now why should two such unions dis¬ 
play such different* in HUirnde towards 
such a problem > 

In ihc fi ni place we should lake intn 
account Lhc system ol voting. Jusl us il 
i* ridiculous 10 expect 60 fJ men in 
Westminster to be able to represent 40 -odd 
million people in this country and, count¬ 
less more in ihc Empire, so ii la ridiculous 
to accept the ability of delegates to east 
votes on aocalion'i which have probably 
not been discussed in the branches, by the 
card, block vole system whereby one 
can can thousands of votes. 1 his 
JS C both Ehc KMtfJL and .he RUM, 

Bui (hr N.U.M- hil been much more 
friendly towards the Government than 
I hZr I he N.U.R. over recent months. 

ThcSiw bar, been Mingin* under the 
Th cnuLjidered bv the wagr-freeze 

f™wme time end hn . lnl. nclta ol 
badly under-paid workers. 


They arc 


SYNDICALIST 
CONGRESS IN 
SWEDEN 

Stockholm, 

'THE Sverges Arbetares Central- 
organisation (S.A.C) which is 
the Swedish section □! the Inter¬ 
national Working Man’s Association 
hdd its 13th Congress Iasi month, 
which was attended by no delegates 
representing 303 local branches. It 
was also the -pdi anniversary ot the 
foundation of the S.A.C. and to mark 
rhe occasion representatives of many 
other organisations were present on 
the first dav ol the Congress. They 
included the Workers’ Cultural Asso¬ 
ciation, the Co-operative Federation, 
three pacifist organisations, the Swe¬ 
dish Writers’ Federal ion, the Federa¬ 
tion for Sexual Education, 

Besides discussing internal prob¬ 
lems of the organisations, Congress 
sent fraternal greetings to all the vic¬ 
tims of dictatorships, in particular to 
their comrades in Bulgaria, Spain and 
S. America and reaffirmed their un¬ 
shakable solidarity and their will to 
continue the common struggle lor lhc 
liberal ion of humanity from all forms 
of Stale domination and capitalist ex¬ 
ploitation. 


Bui is it not deplorable that considera¬ 
tions like these should sway workers' (Of 
rather the workers’ representatives’) arit- 
LLtde to weapons of mass destruction? One 
anon! believe that the 421,000 miners 
concerned wouldn’t wish to see the world 
free of atomic weapons, but their dele¬ 
gates are faced with the embarrassment 
which faces all of us when we find the 
Communists temporarily In agreement 
with us. 

We who are against war have, in self- 
defence, 10 spend a considerable amount 
of our propaganda energy in making clear 
the difference between our consistent and 
honest opposition and, the Communists’ 
opportunistic Peace campaigns—which 
could turn Into belligerence overnight if 
the party line demanded it. 

But perhaps we should also make it 
quite clear here that we do not believe 
there is any value in passing ami-atom 
bomb resolutions to send to the Govern" 
mem anyway. It is a waste of time. 
Those who still have iaiili in democratic 
government may find consolation and the 
feeling that they are “doing something” 
in such activity, but its chances of in¬ 
fluencing the Government are precisely 
nil. 

Propaganda for the destruction or the 
restriction of production of atomic 
weapons should be directed to chose who 
make [hem. The relatively smalt num¬ 
ber of producers capable of this kind 
of work have only to stop makm S them 
to have more effect in five minutes than 
trade unionists will have by passing 
resolutions till they’re blue in the lace. 


End of Literary 
in Germany ? 


Freedom 

Berlin 


I hc June issue of P.E.N. A'em pub¬ 
lisher a protest by the F-K-N, Centre in 
Germany against the proposal to revive 
the law iigoin&t “smutty and dirty litera¬ 
ture” (SLhttndund!Lhuiiin?gLfti3} which 
was in force during the Weimar Republic 
and suspended by Gocbbcls in R>35. 
The signMQiries declare themselves against 
“all measures ... in whatever pari of 
Germany, that could affect literary free - 
donij,” and State; “Wc are aware of the 
possible abuse of laws of this kind and 
fear the can*equeo«L” 

There is, however, little doubt here that 
a. law of this kind will And a targe 
majority in the Federal Parliament. The 
BwulUfrat has already decided in favour 
ol It 

The Timet, 14 / 7 / 50 . 


necessarily mean an increase in taxa¬ 
tion (since British economy is already 
“at full stretch”) but it will mean 
diversion of manpower and resources 
from civilian consumption to arma¬ 
ments”. 

How far the world has moved since 
the ’thirties is shown by the discuss¬ 
ions on American aid. It is generally 
expected that Tmman will make an 
appeal to Congress to vote a huge 
sum of money (4,000 million dollars 
has been mentioned) not simply for 
American defence programmes (they 
are always called defence program¬ 
mes), but for aid to European coun¬ 
tries in their re-armament. Some of 
the implications of this proposed aid 
are made dear by a writer in the 
Observer (30 July, 1950), 

"The situation is a delicate one in whkh 
it must not appear that the United Suites 
is putting pressure on Europe to match 
its own defence effort. In fact, it seems 
likely that Air. Charles Spofford, chair¬ 
man of the Deputies' Commftiee, was in- 
itructed by Washington to warn the meet¬ 
ing that if Europe did not quickly give 
much stronger proof than it has done so 
far of iis determination to increase its own 
rearmament it could not expect Congress 
to grant the extra dollar aid for European 
defence which President Truman has said 
he will ask for.” 

Dominant World Pattern 

We do not draw attention to this 
aspect of the resumed armaments race 
for the purpose of denouncing Ameri¬ 
can Imperialism, or the interference 
of the rulers of the U-S.A, in rhe in¬ 
ternal affairs of other countries. Such 
denunciations, directed solely against 
America or Britain, are usually made 
On behalf of the supporters of Russia 
In the cold war. Of course the truth 
is that the great powers have always 
interfered with the Internal affairs of 
other nations, as anarchists have fre¬ 
quently pointed out in the past. Quite 
apart from the obvious interference of 
Russia in the affairs of ocher States— 
which make the argument used in the 
cold war a narrowly partisan and one¬ 
sided one — the Emmural behaviour of 
the great powers should not be used 
as an argument in favour of one and 
against another, as is almost always 
ihc case in contemporary political 
discussion; it is an argument of gene¬ 
ral validity against power politics as 
such, against nation States as such. 

Our purpose in drawing attention 
to America’s intention of calling the 
financial tune (it applies equally to 
Britain’s sphere of economic influence, 
or to Russia’s) is to throw into re¬ 
lief the main tendency of our times. 
"Patriotism” as commonly understood 
is now synonymous all over the tvorld 
with drawing in the belt, with “aus¬ 
terity", to use its fancy title, and with 
the cutting down of wage demands. 
It is not necessary to detail here the 
practical effect of such pressures on 
individual men and women; but it will 
be enough to recall that they mean 
lowered standards; the continuance of 
impossibly restricting housing condi¬ 
tions created by rhe war and now per¬ 
petuated by cutting down of building 
programmes; and the impossibility of 
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freedom 
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rtl . H AJ. fl£//A wt/* JN socigr?; 
h > .J ScieDFif Smdirna, S/*. 

S< TrH Jtt (fncSE and 1,01 a )j “ lc *h^ 

M UCH , jrOuard iwc or three 

T ^ 2Ll V Freedom I*« S P«b- 

J^r* 

P r - . 7 n hi<; new book, 

5 «$ *J* 3 Tw.»rp»nem without 
Co**** "'i to it that is nw » !ts 
J&ns *' cf> ^cverthtkss, the present 

detriment hriser organised, and 

^e«»or. The 
Ti« still JWenli >ni diffuse, end 
Isagt* 1 ^. . thc j^tprcssicn that the 

<me detachment find scientific 

*««. .Jf havc possessed the writer 10 
rt>\t * tvt %" t a5 to obscure his tnesmog 
s^ ^ rC adcr wondenng 

*<£*£ is being expressed at all- 
^ at and certain other graver 

Thesf KJjtn discuss later, seriously 
^ value of the book, which 
since it contains a great 

» ““'Sen. thing* »» wdL More than 
Enan e-tunh writers on sexual sociology, 
rf S-- or the kind cl 
SSJiB Which we live: 

50C,n ?^ jire dealing with a society m 
* h [hf funily is ihe largest co- 
jJ* ^dai unit, a family whose 
SLs tend to drop o ft at puberty, 
survival time is limited to 
most mo, generations; in 
X’h the chief cultural focus is urhan* 
Tnd a large part of the urban popula- 
JJn does not know the name of its 
„J* L -docr neighbour but two: in which 
human activities are increasingly limited 
to techniques, and the techniques to 
efouos actively engaged in earning a 
Lius bv (hem: in which (he inflation 
^ authority has virtually abolished 
rtjbenmt patterns of individual res- 
pcositiilitv, and in which very nearly 
all thc older activities which made up 
ihc background of human conduct and 
txhariour have been delegated to 
central authority—congested but lonely, 
technically advanced but personally 
insecure, subject to a complicated 
mechanism of institutional order, but 
individually irresponsible and confused 
for lack of communal sanction. The 
central features of such a society arc 


CtHS-LHiJ .t-aLU.iv T ~ -s’ — - 

in immense inflation of the authority 
of State administration, and a steady 


loss by the individual of control over 
his personal relationships, and of his 
of position in a social group*’ 

(p. 43)- 

And he goes on to say, justly, that ’'the 


sexual problems of a society of this kind 
art largely manifestations of anxiety”, and 
iba i “j permanent war economy, whether 
of the Fascist pattern, or of the type 
which shows signs of coming into exist¬ 
ence in democratic countries, not only 
impedes normal patterns of sexuality—ft 
precludes them". 

I do not quote these passages (there 
are many others equally penetrating) be¬ 
cause they happen to be in agreement with 
the Hxiat attitude of Freed a tv; it is be¬ 
cause there are so few among sexual 
fioriologjsis who take such obvious in¬ 
fluence* into account. The chapter on 

rbe sodit background to contemporary 

sexual behaviour is one of the best things 
of its kind yet written- One would have 
expected Comfort, to make his chapter on 
“Remedies and Methods” more con¬ 

vincing, bus although he make; clear that 
society mum be made for men and 
women, and not nice ww, and although 
he vaguely sketches the outlines of a 
freer society, yet it is all curiously mild,, 
i^^TOetirncs almost apologetic. 


Monoga 


gamy and Pre-marital 
Continents 
More Knum criticism, however, can 
« levelled *i the chapter on "Monogamy 
*uid Sexual Conduct'\ in which some 
4 l * OWp hobby horses 

JJJ !* 115 f£>Knher with a deal of confusion 
*na contradRUuD Adolescent sexuality 
J with modifications, ickU linueiob K 
StZr* * n J? 46 f Bli0ni * 10 be limited to 
P^i full couui being reserved for a 
5T 1 P lTUVcr m monogamous mar- 
L, i Tf n ^ 0r ' * < *opH 9 strictly rational, 

™.rtr,^rrV i, i 1 in r 

■nw nT ! ton “* l ‘ <J ' 1 ' 


Wftrrf* ^u~"i (mCjr K eii in the u« of 

he .ptST fi 'HJ .™*" 1 shadow*— 
k ni W xual exploits outside 


Seac Behaviour Today 


marriage" (p, 103); or of cliches carrying 
very little real meaning as when he writes 
of the ‘replacement of institutional prosti¬ 
tution by the amateur variety" (p, 89), 
Now girls who sleep with men who take 
them out are not in fact prostitutes r to 
draw- an analogy between "amateurs" and 
"professionals” is simply a not very well 
concealed and rather middle-class abuse 
of girls who show a certain sexual 
freedom. 

Then there are false opposites - With¬ 
out over-rating the human desire for 
variety, which is at least partially counter¬ 
poised" by a desire for stability - . - 
(p 101 ), These desires are not anti¬ 
theses; they can, and usually do co-exist 
in every individual, and there is no reason 
(obscurantism apart) why both should not 
be gratified. Superficial also is the 
argument that "the rosy suggestions 
which have been made that in a sexually 
enlightened society children would be 
reared by the community 1 ... a cogent 
answer to many of these arguments is 
to be found in the institutional child.. 

(p. Sib), The argument is that in a better 
integrated society children arc not made 
unnaturally and exclusively dependent on 
their family because they know personally 
the members of the community who adopt 
a responsible attitude towards them. By 
thus lifting children out of the unnaturally 
close dependence on the moods and whims 
and unhappinesses of their parents intra¬ 
familiar disharmonies are rendered far 
less damaging. The benefit of such an 
arrangement is described by Margaret 
Mead in Coming of Age in Samoa (the 
title has become mixed "up with another 
of her books Gretting L T p in New Guinea * 
in the bibliography), and although this 
is a primitive society, there is no reason, 
why the principle cannot be carried out 
in more complex ones—it h already 
present to good effect in certain existing 
communities, There is no analogy what¬ 
soever with "Institutions 1 ’. 


cate a certain slipshod thinking* or the 
intrusion of prejudice under the 
ance of detachment. More serious is me 
weight which Comfort throws into the 
already overweighted scales against adoles¬ 
cent sexual fulfilment . . . "‘fie answer 
to the growing problem of adolescent 
promiscuity, which is undesirable On ail 
counts . r (p. 99 )—despite his earlier 
observation (p. 88 ) that "our conception 
of the sexual requirements of the adoles¬ 
cent makes no provision for mate- 
selection, or nittt for the fact that coital 
impulse; exist long before the individual 
is emotionally or economically ready for 
oatcnthnAA" (italics arc mine). 


cry to the myth that every hox of con¬ 
doms or chemical pessaries contains one 
deliberate dud! 

How important this misconception, is 
to all Comforts* argument is shown by his 
remark (p. 113): The case for pre¬ 
marital continence^ in the sense in which 
wc have used the term, rests on ad hoc 
arguments rather than on any general 
deduction from anthropology. Advances 
in contraceptive knowledge might make it 
necessary for us to reconsider the problem 
if they removed the possibility of fffti- 
denial conception altogether . . .” 


and enema syringes. To s^. , 

extremely grave physical risk? . 


to go in for more veiled 
propaganda through fear. 4 riri -sw[ual 


parenthood" 

Bogey-Bogey about Birth 
Control 


The Question of Abortion 


Perhaps enough has been said to indi- 


The key to all this i$ to be found in 
Comfort’s extraordinary insistence on the 
procreative function of coitus, "Repro¬ 
duction is, however, a logical consequence 
of coitus, or at least an important and 
frequent sequel, and to ignore it is very 
like discussing diet without reference to 
nutrition” (p, S5). And he goes on to 
&ays; "The advocates: of wild life [what¬ 
ever that is!.—J.H.J grossly over¬ 
estimate (he efficiency of contraception, 
and even on those who specifically exclude 
the desire to produce children fertility 
is extremely likely to steal a march, often 
on several occasions. Until contra¬ 
ceptives can be devised which are fool¬ 
proof f every act of coitus carries the 
specific implication of possible parent¬ 
hood and must be viewed in that tight ” 
This is simply nonsense, Thc trouble 
with contraception is not that it is 
inefficient, but that its proper use is 
insufficiently widespread. Those who 
have taken rational steps to provide them¬ 
selves with adequate contraceptive know¬ 
ledge are for practical purposes immune 
from the fear of unde sired pregnancies. 
It is disquieting to find Comfort lending 
support to the superstition that contra¬ 
ceptives arc faulty—it is not a very far 


Leaving aside the fact that, for 
practical purposes, contraceptive tech¬ 
nique has already advanced thus far, 
accidental conception is already dealt 
with on a massive seale by induced 
abortion. In a rational society there 
seems no doubt that desirable abortion 
(made much rarer by universal contra¬ 
ceptive knowledge) could be surgically 
and psychologically safe; but Comfort 
nowhere mentions such a possibility, and 
it is difficult to escape the conclusion that 
this deliberate blindness about contra¬ 
ception really covers a prejudice against 
adolescent sexuality and in favour of a 
rigid monogamy. 

When Comfort does speak of abortion 
he says that its prohibition "is circum¬ 
vented by those who can afford it ,while 
those who cannot are exposed to the 
extremely grave physical risks of ‘back- 
street surgery’, as well as to blackmail/* 
Here again, the whole picture is distorted, 
as in his fears about birth-control, or 
his continual harping on thc dangers of 
V.D., like any Ministry of Health poster. 
Abortion is unpleasant enough, but deaths 
from it are .statistically insignificant, and 
morbidity arising from it quite rare. It 
is an enormously widespread practice, 
usually not conducted among Dickensian 
horrors as “back-street surgery”, but by 
girls and women themselves with soap 


Failure to Draw Lori €a i 
CoDcJmions ^ 

blinkers vSich^c^nfS^ ^ tra0rdiift Ty 
assumes, that prevent him f^m P T rene ^ 
ing the lofic^tst™^ 
bwfc—the social analysis of 
tration. In ac[ual p ftCTi « t h 15 
has to (akc individuals as one findTL 
in the circumstances in which they! 
living. But in a general survey pq e f 
not regard such circumstances as 
manent terms of reference. The i 
chapter on "Remedies and McihodiJ 
off in a feeble and unconvincing^™ 
wholly fa fling to maintain the f 
the earlier social analysis, TM 
reflected in the bibliographyTL 
author has marked with an 1 asm 
works which he considers of 
genera] interest”. Among 
astonished to sec such supi^ 
as Chesser, David Mace, andl] 
moralists like I, f. Madia 
prominence is also accordeM 
Unwin, who held that scxuia 
("sublimation”) was the moffl/i 
civilisation. Amongst such 9 
it would surely have been 
reader to have included ivorkj| 

Neill and Wilhelm Reich 
championed adolescent and chilgl 
and of whom Comfort 
ignorant. 


In his introduction* Cemfort-1 
the influence of his prcjudV 
difficult to avoid the imprfl 
despite thc appearance of obj^ 
has more than given them 
Altogether, this book's s&H 
more than outweigh its virtue® 
reader is left with a keenf 
disappointment. 


THE FAILURE OF MARXISM 


TH K very title of thio article CmIIs 
for on tub nation. A churn ft eric 
of the time in which wc live is ihut 
thc validity of everythin}!——rcligiaii*. 
Ideologic, and established moral 
values is quclioncd. Thus it would be 
poHHiblc !■■ speak of the failure of 
everything, hut when out writes 
Chjiceially of the failure of Marxist 
ideusp il is bee 0 u«c their essence is to 
consider themselves, and to be con¬ 
sidered* the flTent-gerde of humanity, 
working for the total emancipation of 
mankind. It seems therefore worth¬ 
while to devote some attention to their 
present crisis. Marxist ideas and 
movements .ire bolh reformist Mud 
revolutionary. They believe in the 
continuous and straightforward pro- 
dresH of mankind (based on economic 
factors) which, through the destruction 
of all established social foundations, 
will bring about a new Order of freedom 
without compulsion, equality without 
privilege, peace and well-being. This 
belief is common to bolh Sad a I Demo¬ 
crats and Communists because their 
views arc* consciously or unconsciously, 
and to greater or lesser degree* inspired 
by Marx’s determinist doctrines and his 
belief in ihc messianic role of the pro¬ 
le Lariut. To-day, the undeniable fact 
thjil Man’s social science is false and 
that there is, in fact no mechanism 
which from the conditions of to-day 
hoilds the society of to-mnrrow, farces 
Marxism into a blind alley. 


of intellc duals* and thousand* and 
millions of workers. 1 bought that the 
internal contradictions of the liberal 
capitalist world inevitably curry in 
themselves fhe seeds of their own 
decay, and that just a* the bourgeois 
French Revolution of 1789 destroyed 
t be f cndii I aristocratic ord e r, thc 
victorious proletariat would replace the 
socially and economically worn out 
bourgeoisie by setting up. once and for 


all history up In now has rtO meaning. 
This theoretical fatalism and messiun- 
ism is a purely Marxist product* and to 
be an anti-Stalinist and remain Marxist 
meant to want the cause but to oppose 
thc consequence. Infecting a patient 
and I hen weeping Over his agony? 


LETTER FROM El ROPE 


all, in freedom and equality, 
international social republic. 


This belief was first put Into douht 
by Ihc outbreak of war in 1914* when 
the workers fought for the bourgeois 
Mutes- Then came thc Bolshevik revo¬ 
lution whose achievements nearly all 
the leaders of western socialism 
attacked and rejected. Marx’s dream 
has in this way brought about the 
realisation of the first modern totali- 
Inrian state with a reality completely 
apposite to all that the Socialist had 
hoped for* 


In the Snine category fails the policy 
of the Social-Democratic parties whose 
phraseology has remained Marxist* 
whose policy has become bourgeois and 
whose so via I-political perspectives are 
reduced to ministerial ittantEiivm and 
demagogic tirades. This impotent 
Socialism which in weakening daily* 
has been well described by a member 
of the French Academy* Chasenet. 
He says, “Socialism has served more to 
disorganise partially the liberal-capitalist 
regime, than to put in its plilce some¬ 
thing effective and lasting.” This 
diagnosis seems right since socialism 
with its Marxist criticism has con¬ 
tributed to the destruction of the old 
liberal world. When in Russia in the 
name of that destruction the Bolsheviks 


came to power* thc ^orii|.y 
in the West found thermt 
difficult position* Their 
allies the Communists* declare! 
them because they refused to 1 
line; to join with the hour] 
whose destruction they had dci 
much* was the second aflermi 
the Social-Derrloc rut Sc rcpuhlic 
became a reality except in 
and then only as brief inter 111 
Hitler. The only thing thal 
for them was to embrace wh 
previously attacked and this 
he done without an idcok 
organisation and a moral 


So WC are all witnesses jto 
that in the East, socialism has I 
totalitarian while in the West* 
French intellect uni D. Rous set (u 
«f L" (.j n iv ers Tone en t ra (jo n mi i re jjJ 
pointed out* “the Left is p^T 
everywhere and whrtt often looks 
PH incapacity for action 
cowardice, is above all an fntcltj^ 
impotence.” 


It seems therefore that ever. Slai 
XOologieaL regime nnd the inipuitt 
socialism in. the West hnvc some 1 
they free men from myths. 

m.e 


This is caused in I he lirsl place hy 
the Marxist doctrine itself. From the 
appearance of tfi L Communist Mnni- 
ftvlo in 1*448, until the First World 
Vi «r in 1914, hundred* and thousands 
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The Soviet system, or rather the 
Stalinist system, should not be can- 
side red ns a perversion of Marxism but 
us its practical realisation- Mnrx* jf 
lie were alive would probably be 
shirt led hy whut Stalin had dime in 
he, name. Stalin* however, eOuld 

answer that the whole structure u f the 
Communist world is based an the pres- 
cripttuns which Murx gave* the bnu r - 
gc 1 ahie bus been, expropriated; nulional- 
J sat ion has far surpassed the demand* 
of i lie Communist Manifesto und youth 
has been educated by ihc Sian, And 
If an on hod ill Marxist pointed out Ihe 
n» face of ihe regime. Stalin enuld 
^|'ti will, a Clear conscieueei "Marx 

and lingels h,.ve tpughl me I hot 
ceonnmi^ j t , , u , ifc of (1>olpty |||u| 

* 1U ^ he uhofition uf private property, 
ntT he h I hC f T" m ,t{ PrrulL .. 

e t Jd “/ lh “ State, 

the whole sueicty i, fundament ujly 

ehanged, an.* ^|,kf i,ii„stiee of ,h 

tZ A Ws W, ." w - ,hi; “FWl-llS!. of 
man li,. mail, is prevented* | |, HVt 

iiai into practice tlsclr theories* I fit 
■* my fault as an exe«H»r, it m| |j 

nil teachers. Here Ji tB (U ,. . 

then !it r h lUV i Ur * imi 1ht ° r > f«l-*s 

tlun nil ns resit Its ur# wrung. 


Post-War Building in Britaif 


PLAN 7 , 19S0 (Journal of 

Arcbttecturql Students 4 As- 
sodaiion). 2 / 6 * 


Hovels, F.p,, 6d.) is iilustrtutd if ] 
fact that; 


The tragedy of ihe l.eft j n Wertern 
11 J 11 ™’ ™> toager being mainly 

Ki 1 ;*, -u well-known 

French imeleotuu 1 *. j. |-. s, rlT c (die 

fw i - '” ,Hi Merlinn-Fimiy.. 

d.v fenvk, s S ,n (Jl4 Klld-d tlie[r “"JJJ 

wnh ihe sl.ieiiwiu ihnt it iW |ifh>Iv- 

-..II, „. rr> .. £21 

,lu ... n.-nkin*. ,h.-.i 


WE recently reviewed (Freedom, 
w 10/6/50) Plan 6, a most stimulating 
f polemic on building architecture and 
j education* and we are happy to see it 
followed by another particularly good 
issue of this Journal with a very wide 
general interest. There is an able and 
disquieting Progress Kctwi on post-war 
building in Britain, discussing Physical 
Planning, Housing, Community Services, 
ihc Building Industry und the Archt- 
tectunil Profess ion. This is the situation 
of the much publicised programme for 
building new towns: "Five years after 
their inception Stevenage has still to have 
its plan accepted, Timid Hempstead has 
laid a fouddltion stone* and Crawley will 
move its first factory and workers from 
London by the end of this year—and of 
ihe others, building work has scarcely 
begun.'' 

It ii pointed out that the famous 
County uf London Plan ts being ignored 
in every direction. 

4'he same might be said of many other 
stop-gup building developments on 

London’s outskirts; for example, the 

L.C.C 's new housing estate at Fairlop oP 
the fringe of Fpping Forest. Anothef C3t " 
ample is given of the flouting of rational 
planning* in ihc new governing' 

sponsored office blocks in Central London 

(criticised in Freedom 4/2/5 0), photo¬ 
graphs of which appear in Plan 7* 

The failure of the housing progJ' ai 3 irne, 
in the face of thc countries’ enormous 
needs (see George WuoJcodi's Hornes or 


... the current number o 
riages per year (450,000) ts i 
three times greater than ^ yj 
houses to be built 
housing waiting i»n £ ^ t 3 

steadily* and families j 

of the housing lists ta efld> Higli 
their troubles are f 01 '' subsidies an| 
building costs* ^mhined to 

high interest rates hav ho us* 

produce suvT high™* ^ 
chat in the ^ p er cent, of 

borough no tewer ^ j u j io ref usd 
thc urgent pnong ^ hem ^ ^ 
accAimmodauon oBata ^ ion L , f 

w 11 h the exseplion of belong 

^ C ncw ‘hSlX’Act rife^W 
health centres arc required. One mg 
ot these it now under constmeiiom Tb* 
Sly heallh centre operating m KriUm 
up to now* at Peekharu, has juri 
k, close down because of lack of 
No new hospitals have beta 
[here is a waiting list of 10 ,£KH) r ^ 
with infective tuberculosis fcr -Ised 1 
the hospitals and sanatoria at P 
have no room." . - [rf l/ j 

The Peckham Health Ccnt reT 
[he subject of an illustrated * n,t a 
examines the building 
ground to the new pa [tern Of , ^ 

The Peckham experiment cr\g* 

Almgether Plan 7 [ * ^ 
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Letter />•»... 


New York City, 

?im c 21 ?u/ » I’. 

th“V^r 5!'£' n * “ * nd "* 

did tht aa^ rK Kore 1 a 10 y*ar& ago he 

e° bU°” ‘ Wmi,h - 1 wm ,o 

M °”>Tu^,Wed, s <nc. - - ™ wmre w, 

Pm. Tnimm has sudd^w ^ j „■ ‘ I™? 18 the kind of fight Amen 

tt U.S. air and ‘ aval & ?“f' d * ? " T Th ' « ta lhil *“ 

*he "embattled ™™S" S' t' d ?£““■“> — .'.‘“M. ■. P°"' 

C jL’“' J» him «‘f hr telUncwLen, 

stU^Vf ni * ht " 

E® 1 ^ . T1 } CI : S o “h, is teuine us 


AMERICA GOES TO HELL 



^cr extreme rightist clique, 

wWwsKais.-a 

a^.r^pra’jre.e 

JO*ned, Now wc know where 


an by himself. The country 
cnngmgly fall, i ni(f lint £ 

“ ^1™ deddes and ^rces 
nnlliqhi into new and beastly 
Various “leaders 1 * applaud his 
liaciion. “Everyone 1 * ,Jowly and 
that ys one by one but imtan- 
gegms to realise that this was 
panted One geu the tmalter- 
that had Truman decided not 
farthing of support, the whole 
* Lavc f*Uen in line quietly 
»*«i saisible and anti-provo- 
set^ing action, 

hand he has “put a stop 
Aggression and, expansion 1 . 
real step to preserve our 
the Comnjttnist hordes,’* 
the other hand he (would 
pLmerican lives from a me¬ 
in *n untenable military 
|tuation’\ etc,, etc, 

:d on and off like a tap, 

tw of this is the fact that 
■ before, Secretary of State 
held that the defence of 
TJ.S. troops was not con- 

hnya a military trap for a 
U.S., had never been given 
itary equipment. “What’s the 
them arms ihai the North 
by capture nr desertion," 
,1 police reported 20,000 
roved in the last year of its 
id while the N. regime is 
r pcl regime, the S, is a kind 
dc ancient oriental landlord- 
which literally assassin- 
,si cion including even all 




orgasmic calm’*—quote: Harold Isaacs, 
erstwhile Trotskyitc supporter in an 
article in the 1V.Y. p*xj. 

(I From various small younger sections of 
our" citizenry came burst of glory and 
real enthusiasm to die. Somewhere a 
whole air force reserve group volunteered 
to a man for active service. A slight 
spun in recruitment all over the country. 
(A bigger spun the day after the draft 
is announced). “Experienced, Dependable, 
Fipc^bie,” <Mie officer telegraphed the 
FeniUffitn. The price of bread went up 
one cent in N.Y. Panic buying of sugar, 
stockings* tyres, coffee, etc., etc- Tin 
and lead commodity prices leaped up. 
But the ones who really got grimly ex¬ 
cited were the old pompous grey-head boys 
who aren't going to do any of the fighting, 
"National unity,** said the lean gover¬ 
nors, “Sacrifice without stint,*' said the 
fat elder statesmen, "Me too,** said the 
labour leaders, demanding - - -jobs for 
labour in the councils of war and industry 
planning. “We arc ready to offer . . . 
etc.** 

The army representatives at this con¬ 
ference displayed a really adolescently 
stupid bill board idea of what was going 
on- The business men were simply inane, 
etc. In other words all those who are 
hot for the lighting simply do not know 
what is going on. 

Step by step, statement after statement 
»s made and retracted. 

We won’t defend Formosa, We will. 

We won't send ground troops. We do. 

Draft, 

“It is nut contemplated calling up the 
rescrvci.’* Reserves will be called. 

Above all, the eagle-nosed father figure 
of Mac Arthur, a seventy-year-old man 
who walks with a cane. 3 hours in 
Korea and he tells everyone not to worry, 
"J have supreme confidence,” “Situation 
.not serious," Tell it to the dead, General. 


The draft bill is rushed through in a 
minute. War is declared by a d, ca p Utl ] e 
machine politician from Kansas City who 
could just as well have undeclared it 
Bu t Of course the whole of “our * 1 slake in 
Asia is now up for gamble. 

Credit restrictions go U p, Buildinn 
restrictions. $5,000,000,000 is going ro 
be asked for. A colonel who has spent 
4 years in Korea says it will rake one year 
and 100,000 men to turn the trick. 
■' Koreans don*t like white men," he said 
The Mirror advocates the immediate 
imprisonment of 15,000,000 Communists 
and their sympathisers in “concentration 
camps”. 


ZBOROWSKI DEPORTED 

A small news item reveals an individual 
tragedy occasioned by the cold-blooded 
actions of government departments—ihe 
deportation to Poland of Stanislaus 
Zbnrmvski, Originally sentenced to One 
year’s imprisonment in 1947, Zborowski 
escaped and became an almost legendary 
figure during the prolonged period when 
he eluded police cordons on a number of 
occasions. Like all fugitives, his very 
means of existence could only be secured 
by further breaches of the law. But 
when he was caught the judge seemed 
more anxious to rehabilitate the reputation 
of a police force which he had successfully 
eluded for so long than id see justice done. 
In 194B Zborowski was sentenced to seven 
years. 

In June, 19+7, in an article entitled 
“Odd Man Out*', Freedom gave some 
account of this man. After his first trial 
an officer of the Polish Air Force des¬ 
cribed how he had first met Zborowski 
during his imprisonment in Russia,—in 
the labour camps of Siberia. “He was 
arrested because he was the son of an 
ex-saldier of the Balachowitz army fight¬ 
ing against Bolsheviks after the first world 
war, and in the opinion of the secret 
police was dangerous to the Soviet 
Union,” 

The government shows that the hysteri¬ 
cal sentence of 194S was unjust by releas¬ 
ing him after two years, ft shows its 
callousness by sending him back to Poland 
where his past makes it nearly certain ihat 
he will once more come under police 
persecution. 


Spies, counter-spies, aliens, trials, ap¬ 
peals, firings of scores of teachers (157 at 
the University of California), loyalty, 
oaths, Senator McCarthy all follow each 
other ip a pattern too siupid and repeti- 
lious to be interesting. 


Bur, after all, America is just joining 
a state of shooting war that has existed 
since the end of World War II, Indo- 
China, China, Malaya, Indonesia, etc. 

The 1984 character of the war itself 
becomes apparent. Atrocities are re¬ 
ported on the part of the N. Koreans all 
over the front page, A small 4 inch item 
reports ihat S. Korean police have shot 
about 1,200 Communists and suspected 
Communists, {The reporter feels that in 
the rush some mistakes may have been 
made), 

America’s political programme is one 
blunder after another. “No tLR Mem¬ 


bers Offer To Send Men”, says a Times 
headline of July |£, 

“The soldiers sard they felt the 
Korean countryside was either P fl5JJ ’ w 
actively hostile, 

‘Wc don't even know who the enemy 
ji/ one soldier said," _ . , n 

N.Y. Times, July t '• 

“Villagers and peasants who remairtrt- 
fuw to direct Americans toward kco 
hiding places or give them food, the 
soldiers said.” 

Reports have come of Americans shoot¬ 
ing indiscriminately at times at any 
Korean moving near them and ! asking 
questions later”. Guerilla activity even 
if America “wins” can prolong this war 
almost indefinitely. 

In face of the immense tragedy over¬ 
taking us, the anti-war forces in America 
remain a handful of pacifists* religious 
and/or radical, Trotskyites, Libertarian 
Socialists, a few other Socialist sects: ana 
individuals and a fingerful of anarchists. 

Wallace, Waterman Wise, I. F. Stone, 
Frank Kingdon: all the liberals, tbj 
labour fakers, the old “Soda! Democrats 
are lined up solid behind their govern¬ 
ment,” 

J.G, 


NGING MASTERS 


ill workers who pin their 
better future in ibe 
_ workers’ govern- 
hrow of the existing 
_ replacement by a 
j have always tried to 
■tion,«r ihe “dictator- 
Eteriai" as the Russian 
I simply means, *o far as 
I are concerned, a change at 
hat. a weakening effeci tm 
■ o! the Trade Union organ- 
tbey now have a snake rn 
, with the result thai almost 
4 among ihe workers is con- 
the leadership and is declared 
Miaal” and “irresponsible'' 
trier like Runm where ihe 
sole employer the Trade 
I only in name. 

operaici la shown in the ea&e 
■'satellite ' 1 Siates, During 

ugbe the Hungs nan Work- 
|muri; party has launched 

ks on the rank and file 
rtiofe recently again si the 
[Tradf unknu and iheif leader 1 , 
P*nv describe* a* “wage 
by which they mean lhai 
received higher earning* ihan 
Kp which iJary are touikj Jr., 
i leaders' attitude u> produenun 
9 the codttvuur w keep down 
Bupm I ** woriter* » increase 
~sit correct when applied 
« wl ratcra of ri* Hurifiy re 
iht war, bui M>;d*r h 
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since, Hb 11 ^ L tacUak of and no 

State has all « oriB nisi non* 

flpposviioir from tJic worker* « a 

(Trade Unions)- 

The ** ‘Srt'dSK 

irici are si HI the pawn! * 
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ity'* simply slogan; with no possibility 
of realisation, 

Italian Government Sees 
Red Light 

The widespread agitation of the land¬ 
less peasant* in Southern Italy, in occu¬ 
pying *omc of i he large uncultivated 
esiates ha* considerably shaken the Italian 
Government into taking some action to 
appease them and to avoid much more 
desperate action by ihe peasants, conse¬ 
quences of which, might have created a 
situation which Home Secretary Scclba 
and his ede re, military formations except 
in name, might have found impossible to 
control. . . , 

De Gasperi, the prime nunister* toured 
ihe province of Lucania to formally open 
news dams and! land improvement schemes. 
Ii is reported: that this is the first nme 
for more than fifty years that an Itahan 
Premier has viaited there towns, (ihe 
living condilions in there parts, are descri¬ 
bed elsewhere in this issue of Freedom). 

Jn the first village South of Naples 
where Dt Gasperi stopped on his lour the 
Mayor met him and said. Here *1*^ 
always ihirsty *nd always d«ty. There 
j S no water ' And elsewhere millions of 
landless pearents could have added that 
ihey toiled long hours and were always 
hungry. 

But do iJwie people really expect any¬ 
thing from Government departments, or 
dki recent events show ihat they only hop e 
to get results when they lorce the Gov- 
erninenE into acuon by the fear of wide¬ 
spread revolt? 

. . ■ And So Will The Indian 
Government! 

COME Jwli wingers thuughi thai India’s 
D prubkma would be *dvrd once lire 
British were tiraiid out of 'inn tOLirt!ry 
They saw in *uJi persunalmr* as Uandnj> 
bSrhiu and uthu Congress leaders “liu 

tud luifmd ai iJsc hand* “I Hrliisn m - 
juauue a suarwviee iliai ilu new India 
would be based on idea* * J J Jrc«J*irn and 
lusllu Uul NeJu o and bis i oils ague* 
have pruved wu niwir ill * 1 powrf and 
itw idrai uf frwd-.il are iwn 
And ibure who ibiMJglii Usat if« 
inuxeiiy would direppc * 1 base also btf" 
dmplHMiard But a* *n 
#nd fkaneks* in Indi 
uito I heir own hand* 

^*y at present, l*ui 
(n isurorM ilw*t ll 

ALupbtdteocT mu*' » 

nauvr tukr* •« -f-" 
idem that 


ANARCHISTS IN KOREA 
(’■’OPIFJS of Freedom for 15/4/ 
V j 49 containing tin article on the 
Korean anarchist movement, with 
a message from the anarchists of 
Korea, can he obtained from 
Freedom Press at 3d, (postage 
Id,) 
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POLITICAL PROGRESS 

(1) 

"Who ordained that a few should have 
ihe land of Britain as a perquisite? Who 
made ten thousand people owners of the 
soil and the rest of us trespassers in the 
land of our birth?" If the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer tenday used words like 
ihese of Lloyd George's in 1909 there 
would probably be a demand for a speaal 
debate in the House of Commons. 

N«b Statesman, 22/1/sit. 

( 2 ) 

More than one hundred year* W ^ 
Austrian Grillparzcr coined the pre*^ 
fphomm : “From hu^miy thresh 
nationaliiy to bernahiy. ^ 

l'o-d*y .h.« »"« ^“S^nSlptoo. 

^«irE*&5SSS-r- »w»- 

U ii iwMHK «hev »« "pn»»« «‘™- 
monplicn" ihat they ate conainnuly 
inured? 

actions and words 

Omar Ilrndley »i ilw 1 Wc j! l l s d sJSIw 
.id. was to prepare fur l^kro }'**'*”„ 


A FELLOW-PASSENGER on the 
^ irain related to me his impressions of 
Germany—from his experiences the land 
mighr well he composed solely of Gothic 
cathedrals, picturesque historic ruins (as 
distinct from the less romantic ruins occa¬ 
sioned by more recent history) and houses 
in which the famous once lived. His 
interests lay in re-creating for himself the 
distant past; the interests of a revolution¬ 
ary lie also in the future, and his exper¬ 
iences, therefore, move in quite a different 
sphere- They are no more, however, the 
whole picture than that of the romanticist- 
When one deals with the revolutionary 
movement in Germany one is describing 
a very small minority but one which has 
its significance for us especially. Natur¬ 
ally they have no influence on political 
life iD-day, because the main pattern of 
politics in Germany is that of the cold 
war and is merely a struggle between the 
puppets of rival powers. Some pohticans, 
even parties, may wish to draw away from 
this struggle, but there are effective de¬ 
terrents, mainly in the fact that in so 
doing ibey are confronted with— if no 
longer active Governmental pcrsccoiion — 
at any rate constant police harassment, 
loss of any possibility of financial support 
from those who can spare the money to- 
dav. and the withdrawal of licensing 
facilities by the Occupation powers. One 
can therefore generalise and say that there 
are only three currents in political life in 
both zone s—Russian and hangers’-om 
Allied (with differences between the pat¬ 
ties as there are differences also between 
ihe Allies) and the revolutionary minority. 

Has rhe revolutionary minority reached 
the masses? Certainly not. In every 
case the various factions reach at best 
those whom they already reached before 
H i[leri;nq the later genera [ions have not 
responded except so far as individuals are 
concerned. But of course ihe temper and 
quality of [hose individuals is profound, 
and the hope for the future rests now 
upon the quantity. 

The Difficulties 

Why has the revolutionary minority not 
reached the masses? The difficulties 
were overwhelming: after the war came 
[he terrible effects of starvation, inflatiun 
and suppression of the uprisings agamst 
Nazism. The militant* had suffered many 
years of privation, Iqsj, imprisonment, tor¬ 
ture ; in many £*«s it was impossible for 
them to begin again, and where they did, 
they endeavoured to re-creaie the old 
factions ihat bad influenced the workers 
before Hitlerism. Thus even a Spariacus 
Bund was at one time Hunted- l"hc var¬ 
ious Marxist factions all endeavoured to 
re-create ihemsdvcsi this was possible 
chiefly by help from the many emigrt 
groups of Marxists, and most Marxist 
faction; have a mik.IL 1 ***'“? 
group* once more (one naturally exciudei 
ihe Social-Democrats and Stalinists from 
I hit category—they of course *« 
ual). They appear in the main to na*e 
learnt very Ultlc trout Hitfef period; 
Lhe line is in nwst caws the «n« 

Thcv had before, and where it w modified 
il U invariably toward* relorm.*m-*uch 
i4 > ihe Brt‘tip* which in ihe teeth of all 

SuSnrtE .» ,!«*•« Knil* nJ ™'“ lh * 
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Utopist position once held by Russia (th e 
Social-Democrats tend to do this, too* 
except that ihey divorce Bevin from the 
rest of his felLow-Ministera and hold mm 
the personal devil responsible for foreign 
policy, which comes a bit near home), 
Germany is, of course, the natural 
home of Marxism and the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party was the party of Marx and 
Engels, from which they never parted. 
The schisms that took place in later years, 
and more particularly the schisms whidi 
took place afier the Communist Party wax 
formed, ted to * large number of groups 
and parties which are often grouped to¬ 
gether as “opposition communist”. There 
is in some of them a healthy tendency 
towards the ideas of workers’ control and 
anti-parliamenlarianism but although they 
invariably accuse the Anarchists of being 
starry-eyed idealists, etc,, one is armazed 
to sec how little these ideas are in reality 
worked out, because workers' control 
logically lead; to rejection of the idea of 
the State and thus either means Anar¬ 
chism or nothing whatever. These groups 
arc usually a foot or two away from 
orthodox Marxism but their feet are sus¬ 
pended while they wonder whether us 
plunge them into the water or not. 

Anarchist Theorists 

To some extent, of course, their rejec¬ 
tion of Anarchism comes from the tact 
rhat they do not know what they are re¬ 
jecting. The development of Anarchism 
in the twentieth century is a closed book 
KJ some theorists. One often hears critl- 
cism of “nineteenth century Anarchism” 
from those who have yet failed t-o learn 
what twentieth century Anarchism is. 
This does not only apply to Germany, of 
course^ it seem* to apply to all those coun¬ 
tries (including England as well) where 
Anarchism is really a new idea. In such, 
cases (it is not at all a bad rule hut it ii 
certainly a general rule) the Anarchists 
publish Kropotkin first of all and do not 
manage to get round to anyone else, and 
we then hear the complaint that “Anar¬ 
chism has produced, no theorists since 
Kropotkin” or “Anarchism has noi pro¬ 
gressed since Kropotkin” when all the 
trouble is that the critic has not managed 
to read any further about Anarchism. I 
believe on the contrary that Anarchism 
produced few theorists he fort Kropotkin 
other than those who are al*o common to 
revolutionary socialismt the majority are 
more or less contemporary or Imcr. 

But what is more to the ooirvt is ihat ii 
was ocily at the end of Kropotkin's life 
thai Anarchism made its big activist and 
theorist impression on the working class, 
in the Latin countries especially, ihut led 
to anarcho-syndicalism and ihe form in 
which Anarchism has developed since in 
most countries. Thus when one hears a 
critique of Anarchism based on Kropotkin, 
Mackay and so forth, one must be a Utile 
impatient, knowing that ihis is only a 
Critique of individuals i we are not bound 
bv their lives or thesr works and Anar¬ 
chism take* from these pioneers what they 
have contributed to the idea and Lhe move¬ 
ment, and has fashioned a philosophy and 
a programme of action out of it* tnidi- 
tioru, ii; battle* and its theorists. 

AM, 
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j£lrt, cn the very J»wW and ideas they 

Snd to destroy— beginning and end- 
Fj£ £ a Struggle for world trade and 

^TSie United Nations is the old League 
of Nations over again; fine words hiding 
evil deeds, and to my mind a self-elected 
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Those Christians 


Glasgow Meeting 

Dear Friends, „ . T ,i„\ 

J. Gaffncv L 5 report (Frttdom 22nd July) 
on the meetings in Glasgow was sickening. 
His blind ha tred of 41 the sc Christians and 
utter contempt for wap of thought 
ferent from his own is the negation of 

" hC ^7=d not Christians disagree 
about the atom bomb? Chnsuamty, l*e 
Anarchism* ceases. io he valid as a 5 
life so soon as it denies individual respon¬ 
sibility and personal belief, 

li. is an unpleasant thought and a sad 
thing for Anarchism—that men of Gaff¬ 
ney's low mentality and totalitarian out¬ 
look should advertise themselves as 
Anarchists. A dose study of both the 
Bible and of Anarchist writing, together, 
together with some humble heart-soarch- 
ing (if he were capable of humility) would 
make our Glasgow friend a better man. 

The world needs better men—whatever 
they choose to call themselves. 

Michael Shawl 

[We regret that our correspondent found 
Johnny Gaffney’s report "sickeningbut 
we think he is altogether too par titan. He 
ignores the fact that our Glasgow com¬ 
rades {who have regularly occupied the 
Maxwell Street pitch for /foe and a half 
years) requested the Christian loud 
speaker trail to move to a neighbouring 
pitch-—and has no criticism for ffidr re - 
refusal to do so. They must not be criti¬ 
cized for muscling in—but our comrades 
are “sickening”, “of low mentality”, and 


THE CONTENTED CITIZENS OF 1UTEKA 


'THAT imposing newspaper The 
* Times is famous for never over¬ 
stating its case- Indeed its staff were 
once alleged to have held a competi¬ 
tion among themselves for the dullest 
possible headline. The winning one 
was said to be “Small Earthquake in 
Ecuador. Not Many KilledBut 
even The Times excels itself in its 
issue for 24 / 7 / 50 , where the Rome 
correspondent in an article on south¬ 
ern Italy, says: 

“Ifl the town of Matera people have 
been living for many generations, and to 
outward appearances, contentedly, in the 
extraordinary rock dwellings which are 
such a feature of the place.” 

How quaint it sounds! But perhaps 
it would be ns well to remind The 
Times and its readers of this descrip¬ 
tion of Matera, and the rock dwellings 
which are “such a feature of the 
place”. It comes from what The 
Times itself once described as “one of 
the finest books which has appeared in 
Europe since the war”, Carlo Levi’s 
Christ Stopped at Eboli : 1 

“In these dark holes with walls cut out 
of the earth I -saw a few pieces of miser¬ 
able furniture, beds, and some ragged 
clothes hanging up to dry. On. the floor 
lay dogs, sheep, goats ,and pigs- Most 
families have just one cave to live in and 
there they sleep all together; men, women, 
■children, and animals. This is how 
twenty thousand people live. 

“Of children I saw an infinite number, 
they appeared from everywhere, in the 
dust and beat, amid the flics, stark naked 
or clothed in rag^ j have never in all 


my life seen such a picture of poverty . , . 
I saw other children with the wizened 
faces of old men, their bodies reduced by 
starvation almost 10 skeletons, their heads 
cr&wlipg with lice and covered with scabs. 
Most of them had enormous dilated 
stomachs and faces yellow- and w r om with 
malaria, 

. . - The thin women, with dirty* 
undernourished babies hanging at their 
flaccid breasts, spoke to me mildly and 
with despair- I felt, under the blinding 
sun* as if I were in a city stricken by the 
plague, I went on down towards the 
church at the bottom of the gully; a con¬ 
stantly swelling crowd of children follow¬ 
ing a few steps behind me. They were 
shouting, but I could not understand their 
incomprehensible dialect. I kepi on going; 
still they followed and called after me, I 
thought they must want pennies, and 
stopped for a minute- Only then did I 
make out tfie words they were all shout¬ 
ing together: ‘Signorina, give me some 
qunmc!' 1 gave them what coins 1 had 
with me to buy candy, bur that was not 
what they wanted; they kept asking, with 
sorrowful insistence., for quinine,” 

What was it The Times said? To 
outward appearances contentedly ■ . . ? 


Dear Comrade* 

May I say how much f with 

R.M a letter on the question of religious 
freedom. 1 don't sec why we shouldn't 
attack religion even if it is n-ot an organ¬ 
ised institution. 1 understand that anar¬ 
chism could never be a militant ami-god 
movement like bolshevism since an anar¬ 
chist society would have no State appara¬ 
tus t& dissolve religious bodies, but I 
cannot agree that as anarchists we art 
limiting anyone's freedom by criticising 
and attacking religion. I am opposed to 
the religious-bolshevik outfit that cals 
itself the Church of Rome, but J also 
attack the hypocritical free churches as 
well. I don’t see ihat this limits their 
freedom, at all. I don't think we should 
pull down the tin chapels—that would be 
the oppuijte of anarchism where these tin 
chapels do not represent a political force 
—but no man wi[h a free spirit can help 
attacking the cant and humbug associated 
with them. 

It seems to me George Woodcock makes 
the same mistake in his article on religion 
as the editor of the Socialist Leader in 
his controversy with you over Yugoslavia- 
You attacked Ballantine’s article; instead 
of answering the point be talks about 
freedom to publish what he wishes as tf 


“incapable of humility** because they de¬ 
feated this discourteous and provocative 
interference , 

The editors of Freedom, like our Glas¬ 
gow comrades, are not Christians; but we 
think tee are being more respectful and 
tolerant than our correspondent towards 
Christian ethics when we ridicule their 
difference of opinion about the 
picjj" of rAc atom bomb. The question : 
"IF Ay should not Christians disagree 
about the atom bomb7” seems to us very 
much more insulting to Christianity than 
anything Johnny Gaffney wrote. 

Quite apart from all this , tee find our 
correspondent's plea for tolerance and 
humility sons 11 / trif/t his ill-informed 
rcmai ks about our Glasgow comrade, being 
both insulting and patronizing. 

Eds, Frecdom]- 
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you proposed a mass march down Regent's 
park Road calling for Ballantinc’s blood- 
Of course he is quite free to publish what 
he likes so far as you are concerned, and 
if the Party does riot take responsibility 
for what they say in their paper that is 
also their affair. However, why then 
should they object to criticism of it? It 
i; not as if the criticism said BaUaniinc 
should be banned, bound or burned; it 
mcrelv attacks him for supporting dicta¬ 
torship and calls for dissociation from 
Tito (which incidentally the Socialist 
Leader eventually if timidly did). 

If you follow my argument, the same 
goes lor religion as for publishing such 
articles. As Anarchists it is nut ior us 
to suppress religion where it is not active 
despotism, political power under another 
name- But George Woodcock says, 
1 Clearly* the libertarian is ncu concerned 
with attacking Christian beliefs as such, 
since the first foundation of his own alti¬ 
tude lies on the assumption that every 
man should be free to believe what he 
likes and to express ihat belief freely. 
Comrarily* 1 say the libertarian is bound 
to attack Christian beliels for their fraud 
and hypocrisy, but his altitude will be 
that people should be free to believe what 
they like and express that belief frccJj 
however much he dislikes it- lo a liber 
trian society there will be no coeroLve 
machinery to prevent people believing the 
old legends, but wc shall doubtless go on 
criticising these honest beliefs. 

K.A.B. 


TT seems to me that R.M, in her letter 
commenting on George Woodcocks 
recent article on “The Libertarian and the 
Churches” (Freedom 8/7/50), lays herself 
open to criticism from Christian readers 
on the grounds of inaccurate generahsa- 
tion, and since Freedom is a paper for 
propagating anarchism and not for airing 
the views of the religious, I would like to 
forestall them in pointing this out. 

Woodcock, rightly, wrote of “the 
Churches 1 ', dealing* in his article, with 
the altitudes of a variety of them, but 
R.M. writes of "the Church", Ignoring 
ihe fact Ihat the beliefs and practices of 
different churches are poles apart, and 
that within each church, in many cases, 
there are people whose interpretation of 
Christianity is completely unlike. What, 
for example, has the Rev, Michael Scott 
in common with the Archbishop of Can¬ 
terbury (apart from his dog-collar), or can 
one regard the venomous American fascist 


DESERTER AMNESTY 

J ^ RECENT poll of public opinion 
in Great Britain asked: “Do you 
think that the Government should 
amnesty all war-time deserters? 

We cannot reproduce the answers 
because the newspaper conducting the 
poll forbids it. but there were twice 
as many yesscs and noes. 


FREEDU^ 

Father Coughlin as having the sm* 
7-rifts The near-anarchist group who pub- 
i i Ml New York Catholic Worker? 

'^R M States iha[ "he will invariably 
™£rd wtaievtr cl.mitte bel.ll u, w 
God". I have not met many 
2LE3.M tfUom this is true. They 

SS- Wuw it ™ 0“ teickednew of 

111 Most of the churches Ktra 
libertarian and an .uthonimn long, ex¬ 
emplified by the emphasis they 0 

the doctrine "Love onf another iJcsusj, 
and the doctrine “Staves obey your mas¬ 
ters'' {St. Paul), 1 think we must judge^ 
them by their deeds, and when Chrisrin "^ 
act as an obstacle tu the freedom 
others, as does the Catholic church*j 
institution, and. those busy-bodieaJ^^ 
the Protestants who hate the spcctadl 
people enjoying life* let us attack thT 
But when Christians are impelled! 
tbeir beliefs or by their common hnrnajl 
to defend human liberty, why should 
wu-[e our time .it)J [heir- m idlin g J 
about “the fallacy of looking to a ^ 
power" to change society? 

As for the bibk-punchefl 
Johnny Gaffney's report/W 
the same issue of /Vcg 
asked for ill 

PROJECT PUR Ali 
LIBERTARIAN HI 

A PROJECT fur on AwiiitidaH 
review has been contonf 
ulir friend* in ^ India- I hrln 
tu:nn ii paper in the LnjJliab ^ 
dmulatiittf > il A sin *-..vr«N r J 
dvfftifuNr comnufe in Bomb® 

T, A eh Mr* n» whose orlidei^^ 
known In renders wf 1 rL-r 
nisi* been prod need in lmli«W 
MUnrehiat Jndiun Soeiofogial, 
papers snvh as Kni*er i-IIinti find! 
and liberal pro**. Ini’, mndc-feifl 
some time. 

A practical preposition fufj 
review has nun come fnrwnrij^^ 
comrade 1). -V Wall eh £I a, of ]■ 
is hoping In start the ni:ij|)lf 
asks comrades to let him lurq 
and tmnsfotfons far rcprdH 
nlsu uriifiitol material- ft | 
have a broad basis of 
Anarchist writers and lliai«fl 
tendeactti. 

Please write toj D. N. Woi 
Radiee Rond, Lucknow* l M*., I (j 
(AodnTmi paper.* abroad, pirn j 


CHLRCHILLIAN OMX 

Winston Churchill's third J 
war memoirs, running in 
Telegraph recently dealt vithl 
to prevent Japanese ituper^l 
joining the lktliii-Komc 
was an interesting omssioj^^^T 
hill's remarks on February 24i 
after Japan’s seizure of Manchuu 

L ‘British interests require uaO^L 
of the quarrel which has brokeia 
the Far East and not wantonlj^L 
away our old and valued frieno^H 
Japan. It is the interest of the # 
world that law and order bo cstablH 
in the northern pare of China.” 'W 

World ewer Trcsti 
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W FROM 
PAGE ONE 
planning individual activity, or family 
activity, for any distance ahead. It 
means in short that human life, in 
"peacetime” as in war, will remain 
geared to short term perspectives 
which make a mockery of any hopes 
of human achievement. 

Not a New Pattern, 
However 

It is important, nevertheless, to 
recognize that this pattern of life is 
not in any way a new one. To 
cherish such an illusion is to foster 
another one—that such a pattern is 
only temporary, and that “after the 
crisis” we shall be able to return to 
"normality”. Eefore and during the 
last war, anarchists stressed the exist¬ 
ence of the war pattern throughout the 
twentieth century. The determination 
of the Imperial German government 
to create a navy in 189B which would 
reduce British sea hegemony—a deter 
minaiion itself made necessary by the 
inevitable need of capitalist economy 
—led to the arms race of 
the Dreadnought” era ten years later* 
and, of course, to the 1914 war. The 
bamc pattern was dlscemable in the 
differ^V f Vhc thiriic *—with the 
Zl trZ M Lt dh ° Obvious 

v?ded ^ 11 P rtMiut:li »n also pro- 

. dd “ Wiy 0l,t of economic depres¬ 
sion and ,ts attendant social evils nl 

unemployment, etc. Frequently du/ 

War declaf ^ uur belief 
that the post-war “normality” If u- 

rira l n b ,h I 11 ' ?yde 0f arTm P ra «uc- 

nra. both for oitental economic and 


IS WAR INEVITABLE! 


for competitive reasons in inter¬ 
national rivalry, leading inevitably 10 
yet another war. 

What i* happening now only con¬ 
firms our view r that this is the 
dominant social pattern of the century. 

Practicable Alternatives 

We have stressed these points for 
the practical reason that only by 
understanding a situation can one 
seek effectual means to modify it in 
a favourable direction. At present 
two views dominate the picture, the 
most widely held one (though despair¬ 
ingly) is that to safeguard the peace 
we must prepare for war. Let us 
frankly admit that what is really 
meant is that we must prepare for 
another war without any real hope of 
avoiding it. The second view, held 
only by tiny minority perhaps, is 
that anything is preferable to another 
war, even “to be overrun by Com¬ 
munism,” 

There is no point in going into the 
relative merits or otherwise of these 
two opposed viewpoints—for the 
reason that they are both, in our view, 
counsels of despair, and are both 
hopelessly unpractical. Both accept 
the bases of our social and economic 
position; neither exploits the dissatis- 
j action of the peoples on both rides of 
tde cold war frontiers with those 


economic and social bases- The ac- 
cpuncc or our present pattern of life* 
/ H , c *“n, is to acept a future 
or ourselves and our fellows which is 
absolutely sterile and destructive 
The proposition foefcg mankind can 

►rint*d ^ 


be reduced to this: that our govern¬ 
mental system, with its division into 
nation states, its poverty and social 
injustice, also leads inevitably to a 
succession of wars separated by per¬ 
iods of war preparation which utterly 
defeat all human aspirations. Hence 
the way forward, the way of progress, 
involves the abandonment of the gov¬ 
ernmental system, with its social and 
economic foundations, and the substi¬ 
tution in its stead of a rational and 
just social organization based on the 
complete autonomy and freedom of 
every individual. Such an organiza¬ 
tion may have, in the past, been re¬ 
garded as utopian; but thcr is suffi¬ 
cient accumulation of scientific evi¬ 
dence now to show that it corresponds 
with the basic tendencies of man as 
well as with his manifest contempor¬ 
ary needs. That is all we can briefly 
say about it here by way of providing 
a contrast with the prevailing human 
pattern - 

It is commonly held that the social 
revolution weakens those who make it 
in the Held of national rivalries Such 
was clearly not the case in the Great 
French Revolution. To-day the most 
active counter-revolutionary force ever 
since the early twenties has been the 
Communist International, and Stalin’s 
fear of revolution abroad has been 
peatedly demonstrated- We touch on 
these matters here to show that a 
revolutionary approach to the impost 
0 modern conditions Is by no means 
f c . 0u nsel of despair. On the contrary* 

is □ constructive and positive atti¬ 
tude. 
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Liverpool |,D. i\ : London FED*» 
Houghton Io Spring A.B, |/fc r San Fundi 
per C.S.j £8/17/4; W O0 lo t J.9. 2/6- l< 

! /6 , U " d «" A M, 3/4 Waft 
e.^.L £1 : London G.O. 3/, r Douglas M.f 

ftl L °p d T^ L ^ W ' 5/ ' Gosport F,G.-f 
R d - T ; S q yt- Cambridga C.L.D. JO 

Sode" 9 !? :, h E R’ if' Anon * 2 /i; MirquJ'J 
E ' lh «P* Siortford MJ.S. '0. 
her O.M.: Pftterwn, N.J, p.V. I4/-I I 

rin/in/n l4/ ' SF picnh jJv „ 9 

kJ,°h I'i Portl ^ nd - Or.g fl a A.S. 7/-r Di 


Prew Qu ^ y * s fc now |^ fW J 

total to date . 

1N.C. 14/., 

San Franc isco Social April 15 £5/5/0. I 
1P-S- 7/-; r.t, l4/-r L-Hr 7/-; J.H. 7 M 
U U. 7/. ; p,p. |4/-- H.J, 14/-; J.W, liS 
W.S. 7/-; Q.W.J. 7/t A.F, 7/-: C.S. £3/10.1 

* Af 1 a r initials indicates contributor! to 
|ns &/, j, month idtum* proposed by * * 
London i«dd*r r 


freedom 

Anarchist Fortnightly 
Price 3d. 

Poal#l Subscription Rate* 

A months 4. 6 |U.S.A. JlL 
11 months 8/4 flLS.A, $2) 

Special Subteriptiov R atea tar 2 caph* I 
A months 7/4 f$l.50] 

J 2 months I V— I$3|. 
fci C nSi 1 Al!i 0 ^ Mantf Ofdn-i shauJd 

f? e p* M d “ "IJ* cr^sad 

f Oi and addf^Had to th* pybrrifiari. 

freedom press 

27 R ac j Lion Street 
London, W.C.I England 

T*l.: Chancery flI64- 


FVinien, IjKndon, H I. PuHJUR«J bj Ptemm. Yt Red Lion gtmC, LondOU- W.fll 











































